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Gonurried Catholic « 


“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke xxvii: 32. 
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SAVIOUR 


** Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.’’ — Luke, 2 :10-11. 


OW as never before the world needs a Saviour. In these apoca- 
| N lyptic days no one can doubt it who thinks of the blood of 
millions reddening the snows of Russia, of innocent hostages 


slain by a ruthless invader, of the hunger stare in the eyes of 
helpless children looted of their daily bread by criminal conquerors. 


Christmas once again recalls the birth of this much-needed Saviour, 
promised and yearned for since the world began, whose work and 
teaching have been robbed of their effectiveness by power-drunk men 
in church and state. There is much truth to the remark, credited by 
Catholics to an elderly Monsignor, that “Christianity hasn’t failed; it 
has never been really tried’’. This is most true of his own church, since 
it has always taught that a man on Caesar’s throne has the power to 
save and damn, and frustrated both the saving work of Christ and His 
teaching that peace for men and nations can only be had by the devel- 
opment of the Kingdom of God from within the souls of men. Unholy 
usurpation of power by religious and civil rulers has kept the world 
in turmoil, pitted brother against brother, nation against nation, and 
set up saviours with feet of clay. 


Christ alone can save “to the uttermost’’ by giving to all who accept 
Him the plenitude of the power of God. Men who pretend to be saviours 
promise but cannot perform—popes promise a heaven but invent a 
purgatory; Hitler promises victory and peace but creates war and ruin. 


It is not yet too late to put the saving power of Christ into full effect. 
Protestants are firmly convinced that it can be accomplished by uni- 
versal acceptance of the full Gospel teaching. They are living witnesses 
against the false claims of popes and the tyranny of duces and dictators. 
They know that usurped power can and will be broken by the saving 
power of God in the hearts of all men. 
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@} EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS }© 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC for 1942 appeals to all its readers for 


support to increase its circulation. The 


best service our friends can render 


us is to renew their own subscriptions and send us one or more subscrip- 
tions for their friends. The magazine has done incalculable good, and 


our readers can be sharers in the work by sustaining it and increasing 


its circulation. 


USE ENCLOSED CHRISTMAS SUBSCRIPTION CARD 


SYLLABUS OF ERRORS 


HE BANEFUL doctrines of the 

Syllabus of Pope Pius IX were 
pointed out by Gladstone and other wor- 
thy contemporaries of that reactionary 
pope. In our country the late Hon. 
Charles C. Marshall, distinguished legal 
authority and patriot, exposed with con- 
summate skill these pitfalls of demo- 
eratic liberties. The tragedy of his cru- 
sade was the artful evasion of Catholic 
opponents who took refuge under cover 
of the baffling subtleties of Catholic the- 
ologians. He was too honestly intellec- 
tual to cope with their sophistries and 
subterfuges. 

It gives us pleasure to have one of our 
Roman doctors of theology use his skill 
to unveil to the American public the 
hidden truth of Catholic teaching re- 
garding the infallibility of the Syllabus. 
Met on equal grounds by one more 
skilled in theology than themselves, 
Catholic apologists are forced to swal- 
low their own sophistries. They are re- 
futed out of the mouths of their own 
theologians. We hail the article in this 
issue on the ‘‘Infallibility of the Sylla- 
bus’’ as an original and outstanding 
contribution to the cause of truth and 
in defense of our American democratic 
liberties. 





THEIR MASTER’S VOICE 


— of the recent poll of Catho- 
lic priests on the foreign policy of 
the United States Government is omi- 
nously significant from many points of 
view. Of the 34,616 priests polled, 
14,703 (over 40%) answered, and of 
these 90.1% voted a definite ‘‘no’’ to 
the two most vital questions facing 
America today, namely, whether the 
United States should enter the war 
against world Fascism and give aid to 
Russia. It is pointed out that no other 
poll ever made brought such a high per- 
centage of replies, or resulted in such 
an overwhelming majority on one side 
of a question. Additional hundreds who 
later replied showed the same high per- 
centage of ‘‘noes’’. 

The Catholic press was jubilant at 
this proof of total endorsement of Vati- 
can policies as continually expressed by 
leading Catholic spokesmen opposed to 
any positive action by the United States 
against Nazi-fascist aggressions. It is 
confirmation of the deadly influence on 
the entire Catholic church body of the 
anti-American and pro-fascist leader- 
ship in the Catholic church today. 

Because the priests have thus definite- 
ly placed themselves on record as in line 
with this intransigent leadership, news- 


_ paper headlines made it appear that 
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this is also the will of all Catholics in 
the United States, for it is not to be ex- 
pected that the laity in a totalitarian 
church would or could differ from their 
leaders. And to all intents and purposes 
it works out that way in practice. Yet 
we have always contended that, if left 
to themselves, the great bulk of Amer- 
ican Catholics would act and express 
themselves as loyally as other Amer- 
icans. A few courageous Catholics, lay 
and clerical, have endeavored to make 
this known, but have been immediately 
silenced by the clamorings of the real 
leaders who carry out to the letter the 
designs of the Vatican all over the 
world. 

These real leaders have now succeed- 
ed in securing official endorsement of 
what Father Coughlin, his ‘‘ Christian’”’ 
Front, and anti-democratic and anti- 
liberal newspapers of the most influen- 
tial Catholic dioceses, the Kennedys, the 
Cuddahys, the Sheens, the Walshes, the 
Beckmans and the O’Shaughnessys 
have been contending—that America is 
not worth saving, that Protestant Brit- 
ain will have to meet its doom, and that 
Hitler and Mussolini, Franco, Salazar 
and Petain should not be hindered too 
much in their designs. 

The priests of the Catholic church 
have thus obeyed their papal master’s 
voice, faithfully transmitted for years 
through his raucous mouthpiece, Father 
Coughlin, his ‘‘Christian’’ Front and 
his Jesuit supporters. The priests in 
turn have transmitted it to their cred- 
ulous Catholic people. * 
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BISHOP AND GESTAPO 


COMPLETE text of the protest 

of Count von Galen, Bishop of 
Muenster, against the German Gestapo 
for having confiscated certain religious 
houses in July after the city had suf- 
fered from devastating R. A. F. raids, 
has reached us. It is dated from Lis- 
bon, October 6, and was distributed to 
the Catholic press by the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference News Ser- 
vice, which prefaces the text with an ex- 
planatory note that Bishop von Galen 
‘‘denounced the persecutory methods 
employed by the Gestapo and warned 
the Nazi leaders that the activities of the 
secret police constitute a grave menace 
to the Reich’’. 

Apart from the fact that this Catho- 
lie bishop was free to make this public 
pronouncement, and the further fact 
that excerpts first, and then the full 
text were permitted to pass the German 
censor, it is revealing to note that the 
whole sermon is an appeal to the Nazi 
authorities to have the Gestapo act in ac- 
cord with the agreements between the 
Catholic church and Nazi Germany. He 
has no fault to find with the Nazi re- 
gime, but makes his appeal solely 
against the arbitrary acts of the Ges- 
tapo in the interests of the welfare of 
that regime. 

Lest his intentions be misunderstood, 
he ends his sermon with a prayer ‘‘for 
our city of Muenster so that God may 
spare us from new trials, for our Ger- 
man people, our country and our 
Fuehrer’’! 


CHRIST’S MISSION—Form of Bequest 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 


New York, the sum of $ 
poses of said Mission. 


to be applied to the uses and pur- 
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A TEST OF TOLERANCE 


OST Catholic book reviewers and 

lecturers have condemned Dr. A. 
J. Cronin’s novel, ‘‘The Keys of the 
Kingdom’’, which promises to break the 
record as the year’s best seller with half 
a million copies, and which is soon to be 
made into a motion picture. They open- 
ly call Dr. Cronin’s hero, Father. Chis- 
holm, a heretic, because he is pictured 
by the author as endeavoring to show 
how the Catholic church should preach 
and practice religious tolerance. Dr. 
Cronin is himself a Catholic, but unor- 
thodox, according to such Catholic 
churchmen as Rev. Bertrand Weaver, 
C.P., who, speaking before the Catholic 
Club at Belmont, Mass., on Nov. 4, ac- 
eused Dr. Cronin of using his priest- 
hero in the book as a veritable Charlie 
hero in the book as a vertitable ‘‘ Charlie 
McCarthy to preach in a most deliber- 
and infidelity’’. 


Yet, these same critics are gratified 
that this best-selling book about a priest 
should be so widely read by non-Cath- 
olics, and that it is being made into a 
motion picture. Their problem is to 
have the Hollywood technicians so make 
the picture as to have Dr. Cronin’s 
priest appeal to Protestants because of 
his tolerance, but not appear so tolerant 
and unorthodox to Catholics as to shock 
them and give them bad example. Here 
is a good sample of the double-dealing 
presentation of the Catholic attitude on 
vital questions in American life, by 
which Protestants are deceived into be- 
lieving that the Catholic church is a 
promoter of religious tolerance, but 
Catholics kept in line with its Inquisi- 
tional spirit of old. 


TIMID PROTESTANTS 


HE MAJORITY of Protestant min- 

isters who have written to us favor 
the work of THE ConverRTED CATHOLIC 
and tell us of their deep interest and 
promise their full cooperation. A few, 
however, are afraid that our approach 
to the Roman Catholic question may 
frustrate efforts of Protestants to ‘“‘get 
together’’ with Catholics at interfaith 
meetings. 


We are not against such interfaith 
discussions and meetings among Roman 
Catholic priests, Protestant ministers 
and Jewish rabbis. When such get-to- 
gethers, however, result in merely cover- 
ing up vital religious differences and 
hiding important truths and facts con- 
cerning the un-American political aims 
and activities of the church of Rome, 
then they are not only useless but harm- 
ful. By all means, let the clergy of the 
different denominations get together, 
but let them openly, and charitably, dis- 
cuss their differences, not hide them. 


Information in THE CONVFRTED 
CaTHOLIC magazine should be of great 
help to Protestant ministers in enabling 
them to make such discussions with 
Roman Catholic priests realistic, and in 
time help restrain Catholic aggression. 


~~ 
GOD THE SOLE JUDGE 


O human being, and no aggrega- 
tion of human beings, have ever 
been given the authority from God to 
judge a fellow human being and shut 
him off from communion with God, 
simply because he differs on some pin- 
point of theology. We can shut ourselves 
off from God by our own misconduct, 
but he has not delegated to any human 
being judicial power over the final des- 
tiny of any other human being. 
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RESULTS OF CATHOLIC CLERGY POLL 


F INTEREST is the summary below of the final result of the poll of Catholic 

priests in twenty-five principal archdiocesan and diocesan ‘‘See cities’’, on 

the questions (1) of U. S. entry into the war against Fascism, and (2) of aiding 

Russia. This only takes in the actual cities of the archdioceses and dioceses, and 

does not include the suburbs or environs. It will be noted that in some of these 

cities the vote was 100% ‘no’ and in most instances more than 95% ‘no’ to both 
questions. It is taken from the Catholic Brooklyn Tablet of November 1: 


CATHOLIC LAYMEN’S COMMITTEE FOR PEACE 


REPORT ON POLL PER CITIES 


As at October 21, 1941 
QUESTION NO. 1 QUESTION NO. 2 


Voids Voids 
Cards Or Not Or Not 
Names of Cities Returned No Yes V oting No Yes Voting 
Baltimore, Md. ................_ 138 113 24 + 116 18 + 
Boston, Mass. .................. ~ 250 249 1 — 245 5 — 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Kings, 
Queens, Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties ......... 516 487 17 12 490 16 10 
MO, Bs, Ws. eisstisictasansosss 146 132 13 1 129 14 3 
a 477 416 55 6 409 61 7 
Cincinnati, Ohio ........... . 1% 171 3 1 165 6 4 
Cleveland, Ohio .............. 231 217 11 3 216 12 3 
I I sshabiicssebtieiansica ll 11 _-_ — 11 _-_ — 
Denver, Colo. .................. 49 40 9 — 40 9 — 
Elizabeth, N. J. .............. 19 19 = _ 18 — 1 
|. | 42 38 + — 39 3 ~- 
Jersey City, N. J. ............ 58 53 5 — 50 8 -- 
Los Angeles, Calif. .......... 143 137 + 2 135 5 3 
Milwaukee, Wise. ............ 154 136 13 5 137 11 6 
Newark, N. J. .................. 67 66 _- 1 67 os ~- 
New York City, N. Y., 
exclusive of ‘Brooklyn 
and Queens .................. 624 581 28 15 579 34 11 
Philadelphia, Pa. ............ 306 274 23 9 277 18 11 
Preeiee, Fa. ........:....... 158 145 13 —- 143 14 1 
tS eee 270 254 12 4 247 18 5 
St. Paul, Minn. ............ .. 63 60 2 1 57 2 4 
San Antonio, Tex. .......... 89 82 5 2 82 5 2 
San Francisco, Calif. ...... 98 93 3 2 94 3 1 
Seattle, Wash. .................. 52 47 5 — 46 6 — 
Spokane, Wash. .............. 36 . 35 — 1 35 —- 1 
Washington, D. C. .......... 260 226 26 8 217 26 17 
Grand Totals .......... 4,432 4,082 273 77 4,044 294 94 











THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


THE BELLARMINE-JEFFERSON LEGEND 


Il. Bellarmine’s Theory of Government 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


Note: In last month’s issue it was shown that the principles of the American 
Declaration of Independence could never have had their origin in the teachings 
of the Jesuit Cardinal Bellarmine, as Catholic spokesmen have claimed. This 
second article on the subject makes clear that Bellarmine’s theory of government 


is much closer to fascism than democracy. 


ARDINAL Bellarmine, in his 
ey work’ on government, from 
which Thomas Jefferson and 


his associates are said to have 
derived inspiration in framing the Vir- 
ginia Bill of Rights and the Declaration 
of Independence, treats of three kinds 
of power: that of the Roman Pontiff, 
that of the clergy and, thirdly, that 
of the people. It is necessary to con- 
sider all three because of the close re- 
lationship which the Catholic church 
teaches must exist between the power 
of the pope and that of the people 
through the clergy. 

Bellarmine holds that the pope 
gets his authority directly from God, 
through St. Peter, and that he is there- 
fore supreme in the church, infallible 
in matters of faith and morals, and 
also wields temporal power indirectly. 
The clergy, in turn, get their power 
from the Roman pontiff. Ecclesiastic 
power, he says ‘‘does not reside in the 
assembly of the faithful but in the 
Roman pontiff’’ (non est in ipso coetu 
fidelium sed in summo pontifice). This 
is sthe unchanging teaching of the 
Catholic church and is still carried out 
in practice today even in democratic 
America. From this fact alone it is 
evident that such an institution cannot 
very well sustain democracy as we know 





1 Disputationes de Controversiis Religio- 
nis Christianae Fidei adversus Haereticos— 
“Disputations on the Controversies of the 
Religion of the Christian Faith against the 
Heretics.” 


it in the United States. 

It is when Bellarmine comes to speak 
of political power that his ideas can 
most easily be twisted into appearing 
favorable to power resident in the 
people. He admits that in a civil state 
all men are born free and ‘‘therefore 
political power resides directly in the 
people’’. Snatched from its context 
and elaborated with the aid of the 
imagination, this text has been used by 
Catholic church spokesmen to make 
Bellarmine a champion of democracy. 
When examined, however, in the light 
of the whole context and his further 
declarations on the subject, the effect 
is altogether different. After making 
the above statement, Bellarmine goes 
on at once to expound doctrines totally 
at variance with our democratic system 
of government. He maintains, for in- 
stance, that this right of the people 
lasts only ‘‘until they transfer it to 
some king’’ (donec eam in regem ali- 
quem non transtulerit). Moreover, he 
insists that the people have a right to 
choose a ruler only when the seat of 
power is vacant. In other words, this 
right of the people to choose a ruler 
is a mere hypothetical right. Whatever 
king rules wields absolute authority. 
The people have no right to depose 
him and elect another in his place, un- 
less he opposes the pope and is excom- 
municated by him. It amounts, in 
short, to the power to change dynasties 
during an interregnum, a sort of choice 
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among evils. Once chosen, the king 
is all-powerful, with his subjects sub- 
servient to his will as long as he pleases 
the ecclesiastic power. 


It must be remembered that this book 
of Bellarmine’s is primarily a work in 
condemnation of heretics in general 
and Protestants in particular, for Prot- 
estants, together with their princes 
and kings who had followed the teach- 
ings of Luther and Calvin, had recently 
defied the power of the pope. Bellar- 
mine’s purpose in expounding his polit- 
ical doctrine was altogether different 
from that of the Calvinistie Genevan 
school. The Calvinists held that gov- 
ernments derive their just power in all 
eases from the consent of the governed. 
Nothing was farther from Bellarmine’s 
mind. On the other hand, he was obliged 
to invent a makeshift principle that 
would give to the people enough power 
to depose a king if he should become 
a heretic and defy the supreme power 
of the church. By virtue of this prin- 
ciple the pope can make effective his 
indirect worldwide political power; he 
has but to invoke the right of the people 
to disavow allegiance to a disobedient 
sovereign and choose another in his 
place. 


Pope-inspired revolutions have hap- 
pened many times in the past against 
kings and in our time against demo- 
cratic governments. This is what hap- 
pened in Mexieo in 1927. It occurred 
again in Spain in 1936-38, when the 
Vatican with fascist support inspired 
and backed the rebellion against the 
legitimate democratic government be- 
cause it did not acknowledge the finan- 
cial and educational privileges of the 
church. It ended, as the Bellarmine 
strategy had planned for such up- 
heavals, by having the Spanish people 
tacitly acknowledge the rule of Franco 
because it favors the church. In a 
similar way the people were ‘‘free’’ to 
change governments and establish Hit- 
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ler in Germany, Mussolini in Italy, 
Salazar in Portugal and Petain in 
France. Now that these regimes have 
been established, the people, according 
to the Catholic teaching of Bellarmine, 
have no right to overthrow these dicta- 
tors and set up a republican govern- 
ment which would not favor the Cath- 
oliec church. 


In the question of religious toler- 
ation Bellarmine, of course, differs 
totally from Jefferson’s theory of gov- 
ernment. The Jesuit cardinal could 
never countenance, much less advocate, 
identity of interests between Catholics 
and heretics, who are branded by him 
as perverters and enemies of the faith. 
On the contrary, he insisted that books 
of heretics must be burned and that 
heretics themselves should, like adult- 
erers, be forced to recant or be put to 
death. Because of this doctrine and 
his parallel teachings on the absolute 
power of the pope in matters of religion, 
Bellarmine could not even have en- 
visioned a system of democratic govern- 
ment whose keynote is freedom of con- 
viction and conscience. It would be 
absurd even to imagine that he could 
advocate separation of church and 
state. Of what use, therefore, is it to 
lay down, as Bellarmine does, that ‘‘all 
are born free’’ (omnes nascuntur liberi) 
if that freedom can only be used to 
implement papal decrees or, at least, 
to substitute one dynasty for another. 


Although Bellarmine conceded a cer- 
tain share of power to the people, ‘‘be- 
cause of the corruption of human na- 
ture and for the present time’’ (hoc 
tempore), he repeatedly expressed his 
preference for pure monarchy ‘‘as the 
best and most excellent form of govern- 
ment’’ (optimum ac praestantissemum 
regimen). Of the three forms of gov- 
ernment discussed by Plato and Aris- 
totle—monarchy, aristocracy and de- 
mocracy—he holds democracy to be the 
worst — ‘‘deterrimum regimen dimo- 
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cratiam’’. He holds that monarchy is 
the most constant and the least given 
to promote division, and creates a 
‘‘stronger’’ (fortiorem) commonwealth. 
He blames Calvin for having advocated 
““states governed by senates and the 
people, as was Geneva’’, and gives as 
his reason that ‘‘it is easier to find one 
good man to rule than many good men 
to carry on the government, and easier 
for the people to obey one man than 
many’’. This is the contention of Fas- 
cism today. 

Bellarmine would have the state gov- 
erned by the form of government which 
he preseribes for the church—with a 
supreme ruler or king ‘‘who rules all 
and is subject to none’’ (qui omnibus 
imperat et nulli subjiciatur). He says 
that only because of present evil con- 
ditions a mixed form (monarchy and 
democracy) of secular government has 
the preference, but that the monarchical 
element must predominate, and that 
once power is accorded to a ruler, the 
people ceases to have power in itself. 


How far this teaching is from that 
of democracy and how near to that of 
fascism needs no further elucidation. 


o-oo 


ECCLESIA EXLEX 


EXEMPTION from the new Federal admis- 
sion-tax laws was granted on November 5th 
to (Catholic) churches that exact a door 
charge from all persons attending services. 
The Priorities Director of the OPM, Donald 
M. Nelson, issued on October 15th a special 
order rescinding a previous refusal to allo- 
cate six tons of “high brass” to be used for 
the making of Holy Name Society medals. 


* * Be 


BY THE GRACE OF GOD 


There will be a lasting end to aggression 
only when the stream is purified at its 
source, when bad men are made good.—Rev. 
George A. Buttrick. 
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SWORD OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 


a ING the two things which 
the popes of Rome have always con- 
sidered the greatest evils of democratic 
states, namely, separation of church 
and state and Freemasonry, Pope Leo 
XIII, in his Eneyelical Praeclara (June 
20, 1894), says: 

“Were this twofold danger averted, and 

governments and states restored to the 

unity of faith, it is wonderful what effi- 


cacious remedies for evils and abundant 
store of benefits would ensue.” 


The forces of world Fascism have 
gone a long way to carry out this papal 
command. In every country where the 
Nazi-fascist dictators have been victori- 
ous the Vatican has come to agreement 
with the new regime and Freemasonry 
has been liquidated. Thus, in a literal 
sense, the Nazi-fascist dictators have 
become, what Pope Leo demanded of 
the late Kaiser Wilhelm, ‘‘the sword of 
the Catholic church.’’* 


* See THE CoNvERTED CATHOLIC, Oct. 1940, 
p. 2. 


ooo 


THE BIG BAD WOLF 


_ other than those published 
within the holy confines of the fas- 
cist triumvirate, Germany, Italy and 
Spain, are all ‘‘immoral’’, according to 
a scathing editorial in the Vatican news- 
paper Osservatore Romang in its issue 
of October 20. It stringently insists 
that Italians stop reading them. ‘‘Rus- 
sian, Hungarian, English, American 
and French novels unloaded in our 
country’’, it said, ‘‘deluge it with sen- 
suality, which leads the way to deca- 
dence. Because we are patriotic, we de- 
nounce the spiritual and moral damages 
of this insidious enemy invasion.’’ 


Such is the vicious propaganda 
against democracy long fed to the minds 
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of Europe’s credulous Catholies by the 
agents of Mussolini and Hitler : the pic- 
ture of Christianity invaded by its in- 
sidious and immoral enemies, Protes- 
tantism, Jewish-Communism and Ma- 
sonic-Democracy. 


The same mentality is being moulded 
among Catholics in this country, as far 
as lies within the power of the Catholic 
church. ‘‘Paganism’’ in most of the 
country’s large-circulation magazines 
was recently unearthed by an organi- 
zation of Catholics who call themselves 
The United Catholic Organizations’ 
Press Relations Committee. Their find- 
ings were editorially reprinted in the 
Jesuit magazine America under the 
title: ‘‘Small Streams that Swell into 
the Tide of Paganism’’. Among the 
magazines thus condemned were: Col- 
lier’s, Reader’s Digest, Time, Harper’s 
Bazaar, American Magazine, Woman’s 
Home Companion and Ladies’ Home 
Journal, Presumably, by oversight, 
they forgot the Boy Scout Magazine 
and Popular Mechanics! 


The matter at issue, however, is more 
important than appears on the surface. 
It means that the way is being cleared 
for the book-burning witch-hunting of 
a cleric-fascist Inquisition. 


: --O-- 


NOT even the “V-for-Victory” sign of the 
British has escaped vilification in the Cath- 
olic press. The Catholic Brooklyn Tablet, 
August 9, published an explanation of the 
“y" Se Jewish-Masonic sign that “reveals 
the identity of the forces behind the war”. 
“For centuries”, it says, “the Kohanim, de- 
scendants of the priestly tribe of the temple 
which Titus destroyed 2,000 years ago, have 
formed a V with the fingers of:the hand 
in bestowing the blessing on the assembled 
worshippers”, and adds that “the Masons 
have long used this secret symbol of the 
Jews in their ritual and ceremony”. 
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CATHOLIC DIVORCE 


RUBY KEELER, motion picture star, for 
many years wife of Al Jolson, was remar- 
ried to a broker at St. Charles Roman 
Catholic church in North Hollywood, in 
October. The Keeler-Jolson marriage was 
considered until recently one of the hap- 
piest in Hollywood. Catholics frequently 
referred to it as classic proof of the dignity 
and stability of Catholic marriage. Annul- 
ment of this marriage by the Catholic 
church was given on the grounds that it had 
not been performed before a duly author- 
ized priest—a canon law requirement for 
all marriages in which either party is a 
Catholic. 


The Catholic church astutely withholds 
details of the first marriage and more specif- 
ic reasons as to why it is now declared non- 
existent. 


For non-Catholics the reason given in this 
case is too secretive to ring true. They will 
remember, too, that such annulments are 
an unheard-of rarity among workaday Cath- 
olics but not among wealthy and prominent 
Catholics. 


In the case of Maureen O’Sullivan, film 
actress, a few years ago, the Vatican grant- 
ed her permission to marry a divorced 
Irishman whose wife is still living. Since 
the excuse given in the Keeler case did not 
serve to dissolve the bond, Curia authorities 
trumped up a brand new reason for divorce 
that is not even listed in manuals of Cath- 
olic theology. 


MY RADIO TALKS ON 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


By Rev. STEPHEN L. TESTA 
(A Converted Roman Catholic) 


A set of 14 booklets and tracts 


Price $1.00 


Order from: 


SCRIPTURE TRUTH SOCIETY, 
156 FIFTH AVE., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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MUST CATHOLICS ACCEPT THE 
SYLLABUS ?* 


By James J. MurpHy 


VITAL IMPORTANCE is a 
proper understanding of the 
degree of authority employed 

by the Catholic church to en- 
force its teaching respecting its claims 
to control the conduct of civil affairs. 
That teaching is embodied in a most 
succinct way in what is known as ‘‘The 
Syllabus of Errors of Pope Pius [X”’, 
appended to his most reactionary ency- 
clical, Quanta Cura, of 1864 when lib- 
eral, democratic principles in state and 
ehurech were hopefully taking root in 
Europe. The present destruction of 
democracy there by the forces of world 
Fascism is in line with the traditional 
demands of the Catholic church as dog- 
matized into modern Catholic teaching 
by this Syllabus of Errors of Pius IX. 
It is therefore necessary to be aware of 
the effect that this same Catholic teach- 
ing may have in the crisis also facing us 
in this country from the growing threat 
of world Fascism in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 





When the Syllabus of Errors was 
first promulgated, it was at once clear 
to the casual reader, untainted by casu- 
istry, that it contained an infallible dec- 
laration of doctrines to be held as mat- 
ters of faith throughout the Catholic 
church. Curia and Jesuit theologians 
confirmed its infallibility. Only a mi- 
nority of liberal theologians living out- 
side Italy ventured to even question 
how it was defined. 





* For the initial installment of the official 
Catholic text of “The Syllabus of Errors” 
and its explanation, see the article that 
follows. 


Many years later, however, when its 
frank confession of doctrines appeared 
increasingly indiscreet, Catholic apolo- 
gists began to soft-pedal its importance 
and infallibility. With their well-prac- 
tised sleight-of-hand they started to 
stress the escape clauses of the Syllabus 
until they had convinced the outside 
world that it was not an infallible, ir- 
retractable declaration of Catholic dog- 
ma but only the private opinion of Pius 
IX, which they whisperingly admitted 
was exaggerated and outmoded. 

This masterpiece of camouflage would 
not have succeeded had not the way 
been paved by two previous misrepre- 
sentations: First, the world outside the 
Catholic church had already been con- 
vinced that a papal declaration of doc- 
trine was not infallible unless it was an 
ex cathedra pronouncement. Secondly, 
the non-Catholic world has been per- 
suaded that the only doctrines that 
Catholies are obliged to believe as mat- 
ters of faith are those that have been 
defined either by an Ecumenical Coun- 
ceil or by an infallible pronouncement 
of a pope. 

While each of the two basic misrep- 
resentations just mentioned needs to 
be refuted, this article will concentrate 
chiefly on the first of them, inasmuch as 
it relates more directly to the present 
question of the infallibility of the Sylla- 
bus. 

The Syllabus Errorum (Syllabus or 
Catalogue of Errors) published by Pius 
the IX was not a new declaration of 
doctrines. It was meant to be a solemn, 
official promulgation to the universal 
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church, in a short, practical summary, of 
doctrinal errors previously condemned 
in the encyclical Quanta Cura and 
other church documents of Pius IX. 
This is evident from the title of the 
Syllabus: ‘‘A syllabus containing the 
outstanding errors of our day which 
have been cited in the consistorial allo- 
cutions, in the encyclicals and other 
apostolic letters of Our Most Holy Lord 
Pope Pius I[X.’” 


The encyclical Quanta Cura of Pius 
IX contains a condemnation of most of 
the errors listed in the Syllabus. For 
this reason the greater part of the ‘‘er- 
rors’’ in question were, in all probabil- 
ity, infallibly condemned by Pius IX 
previous to the writing of the Syllabus. 
Concerning the infallibility of Quanta 
Cura, the most scholarly and authorita- 
tive Dictionnaire de Théologie Catho- 
lique in listing pontifical documents 
commonly regarded as containing in- 
fallible doctrines says: ‘‘Many theolo- 
gians and canonists include [in this list] 
the celebrated encyclical Quanta Cura 
of Pius IX.’” 


In reference to the infallibility of the 
Syllabus Errorum itself, the highly re- 
liable Dictionnaire Apolgétique de la 
Foi Catholique says: 


“Many theologians and among them the 
most authoritative such as Franzelin, Maz- 
zella, Schrader, Dumas, Pesch, Scheeben, 
etc., maintain that the Syllabus is an act 
performed through the personal infalli- 
bility of the Pope. 


“However, there are many upholders of 
the opposite opinion .. . who admit that 
without doubt the Syllabus is an authen- 
tic act of the Sovereign Pontiff which uni- 
versally binds all the faithful to believe 
what it contains bui who nevertheless 
maintain that this is not an ex cathedra 
definition. Among these theologians are 
Msgr. Fessler, Reverend Dr. Paul Schanz, 
Father Frins, Father Biederlack and the 





1“Sanctissimi Domini Nostri Pit Papae 
ins 

2 Dictionnaire de Théologie Catholique, 
Vol. VII (2) col. 1704. 


Reverend Doctor Heiner.” 


It should be evident from the above 
quotation that the question at issue in 
this theological controversy among 
Catholies is not whether the doctrines of 
the Syllabus are a matter of faith for all 
Catholics. Both sides admit that they 
are. The only controverted point is 
whether these doctrines bind in con- 
science because they are the official 
teaching of the Catholic church pro- 
posed through its magisterium ordinar- 
ium (ordinary teaching power) or be- 
cause Pope Pius IX has defined them 
through his personal infallibility which 
in part of its magisterium extraordinar- 
ium (extraordinary or special teaching 
power). All this theological hair-split- 
ting with its microscopic distinctions is 
an impractical carry-over from scho- 
lastie metaphysics. Both sides agree on 
the one point that matters, namely, that 
all Catholics must accept the Syllabus 
doctrines as dogmas of faith. 


One should not overlook in the above 
quotation the implied fact that papal 
doctrine does not need to be defined by 
an ex cathedra pronouncement in order 
to be a doctrine of faith binding in con- 
science on all Catholics. 


Neither should it be overlooked that 
the theologians upholding the Syllabus 
as an ex cathedra definition are the Vat- 
ican’s favorite theologians, including 
Cardinal Mazzella and the Jesuits, 
Cardinal Franzelin and Father Pesch. 
The opposing school of theologians is 
made up of the liberal theologians of 
France and Germany whom the Roman 
Curia always viewed with suspicion. 


In the quotation given above it is 
openly implied that in denying that the 
Syllabus is an ex cathedra definition the 
liberal theologians did not deny its in- 
fallibility. This fact is confirmed by the 
words of one of these same liberal theo- 
logians, Father Frins, who says: ‘‘ But 





* Ibidem, Vol. IV, cols. 1569-1570. 
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since each of the documents [Quanta 
Cura and The Syllabus| have been con- 
firmed by the universal authority of the 
Church, this fact makes both documents 
certain and infallible doctrines of 
faith.’”* 


Not only was the Syllabus accepted 
and promulgated as official church doc- 
trine by all the bishops of the church, 
but it was also formally approved in 
Rome by three hundred bishops from 
various countries, previous to its pub- 
lication: ‘‘In 1862 when the [Pontif- 
ical] Commission had completed the 
work ordered by Pius IX and submitted 
a list of sixty-one propositions . . . they 
were submitted to the examination of 
three hundred bishops gathered togeth- 
er in Rome who, by a large majority, ap- 
proved of their condemnation.’” 


In ending its long article on the in- 
fallibility of the Syllabus with its de- 
tailed discussion of many slightly vary- 
ing opinions, the Dictionnaire Apolo- 
gétique gives its own highly authorita- 
tive conclusion : 

“In short, even if it could not be said 
with absolute certitude that the Syllabus 
is an ex cathedra definition or even that 
its every particular is guaranteed by the 
infallibility of the Church, one still has to 
admit that, without the shadow of a doubt, 
it is an act of the Sovereign Pontiff, a 
doctrinal decision of the Pope, authori- 
tatively binding throughout the whole 
Church, which consequently all the Faith- 
ful must respect and obey. ‘Rome has 
spoken, the case is settled’. Such is the 
rule and practice of all true Catholics.’ 


So much for the Syllabus of Errors as 
such and the fact that all Catholics are 
bound to accept and believe what it 
teaches. One additional and more gen- 
eric point remains to be proved : that the 
pope does not need to ‘‘infallibly de- 


*P, Frins, Kirchlezicon, voc. Syllabus, col. 
1021. 


5 Dictionnaire Apologétique de la Foi 
Catholique, Vol. IV, col. 1572. 


* Op. cit. col. 1577. 


fine’’ a doctrine but merely to teach it 
in the course of his ordinary teaching 
duties as sovereign pontiff of the church 
in order to transform it into a doctrine 
of faith to be believed by all Catholics. 
On this point the Dictionnaire Apolo- 
gétique states: ‘‘The Pope, as a matter 
of fact, can impose his will on the whole 
Church without having to bother each 
time to use his sovereign power to its ut- 
most degree, that is, by using his car- 
isma of infallibility. A point of doc- 
trine can be imposed under strict ob- 
ligation, binding on the entire Church, 
without its being absolutely infallible 
and the Faithful are bound in con- 
science to submit to it exteriorly and 
interiorly’’ (i.e., not only by not public- 
ly opposing it but also by positively ac- 
cepting and believing it in the inner- 
most heart, soul and mind).”? Papal 
teachings in encyclicals such as the 
Casti Connubti of the late Pope Pius XI 
in 1931, against birth control, are bind- 
ing on Catholics under pain of eternal 
damnation. 


Speaking on this same subject, the 
Dictionnaire de Théologie Catholique® 
has the following : 


“Leo XIII in his encyclical Immortale 
Dei says: ‘Whatever the Roman Pontiffs 
have handed down or will later hand 
down is to be held with unwavering be- 
lief and publicly professed as often as cir- 
cumstances demand’. This is something 
that needs particularly to be observed in 
the questions of modern liberties, in 
which ‘one must cling fast to the decision 
of the Apostolic See and think as the See 
thinks’. Such orders [as of-Leo XIII] de- 
mand, beyond question, assent and adher- 
ence of mind even if they are not infal- 
libly defined.” 


Cardinal Lépicier, former professor 
of dogma in the Roman College of Prop- 
aganda and later ranking theologian 
of the Curia up to his recent death, de- 





‘Op. cit., col. 1576. This is not a mere 
theological opinion but the formal and offi- 
cial stand of the authoritative Dictionnaire 
Apologétique itself. 

§Vol. VII (2), eol. 1711. 
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elares with full Vatican approval: 
‘‘Therefore there can be no doubt in 
anyone’s mind but that papal teach- 
ings contained in encyclical letters are 
matters of faith fully as much as more 
solemn definitions.’”® 

Catholic apologists may continue to 
distort and camouflage the embarras- 
sing doctrines of the Syllabus to suit the 
occasion; the fact remains, however, 
that they are taught today in all Catho- 
lic seminaries and must be believed as 
matters of faith and put into practice 


® De Stabilitate et Progressu Dogmatis, p. 
39. : 


by all Catholies, regardless of whether 
or not Pius [X fully intended his Sylla- 
bus to be accepted as an ex cathedra 
declaration. 


While the idea of an infallible man is 
in itself ridiculous in this day and age, 
it becomes even more so when, after he 
unburdens himself of a solemn declara- 
tion to the entire world, neither he nor 
any one else knows whether he has used 
his infallible teaching power or not. 
More ludicrous still is the fact that you 
are supposed to believe what he said 
anyway, under threat of eternal damna- 
tion, whether he did use it or not. 








EXORCISM 





BLESSING OF DOGS 


Cee ritual has blessings and 
exorcisms for everything, from 
airplanes to bathrooms. In the above 
picture a priest, the Rev. Bernard 
Whelan, is seen officiating at a blessing 
for dogs in the Church of St. Thomas 





More, St. John’s Wood, England, 
where more than 100 pets were brought 
for the ceremony. 


It is the belief of the Catholic church 
that all material things are possessed 
by the devil who can be exorcized only 
by a priestly ceremony. The human in- 
fant after birth is included in this cate- 
gory, and an elaborate ritual is pre- 
scribed at baptism by which the devil 
and his evil influences are cast out of the 
child. This is believed accomplished by 
signs of the cross, spittle from the 
priest’s mouth, salt (itself previously 
exorcized) placed in the mouth of the 
child, oil spread on the child’s breast 
and back of its neck, ete., and the 
priest’s direct command to Satan: ‘‘ De- 
part, thou accursed devil from this ser- 
vant of God!’’ Yet, in the common 
opinion of all men, there is nothing more 
innocent, angelic and even Godlike than 
a new-born babe! 

~Ooe 


PROPAGANDA BLITZKRIEG 

CATHOLIC PROPAGANDA material is be- 
ing written, edited and distributed among 
professors and students of secular univer- 
sities by the National Activity Society of the 
Catholic Alumnae of America. A national 
campaign was planned and mapped out at 
the annual convention held in Chicago. 
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TEXT OF THE SYLLABUS OF ERRORS 


Bee the original text of the Syllabus of Errors of Pope Pius IX, 





in condemnation of modern democratic liberties, is placed in the negatwe 
form as errors condemned by the Catholic church, Catholic apologists 
boast that it is very difficult to construct the exact mind of the church by 
corresponding affirmatives This is just another example of Jesuit escape tactics 
to be used whenever it is not expedient to proclaim too strongly the reactionary 
aims of Vatican policy with regard to freedom of religion, speech, press and as- 
sembly. Yet we know of no better and fairer way of showing the true mind of the 
Catholic church than by giving the exact, official text of each condemned proposi- 
tion, and placing in the opposite column its corresponding positive form, which 
must therefore be accepted as the true teaching of the Catholic church. 


For space reasons we omit the first fourteen condemned propositions contained 
in Section One and Two of the original text. These are mostly concerned with 
atheistic and anti-Scriptural opinions, on which Protestants are more or less in 
agreement with the Catholic church. Of importance to Protestants and Americans 
are the condemned propositions beginning with Section Three, number 15. In 
later issues we hope to continue with the remainder of the eighty propositions, 
which is the total number contained in the Syllabus of Errors issued by Pope Pius 
IX and appended to his Encyclical Quanta Cura, December 8, 1864. It should be 
noted that many of these propositions are directed against liberal Catholic opin- 


ions disputing the over-reaching claims of the Catholic church with regard to 
secular and civil affairs. 


In order to be scrupulously fair, we have reproduced below, in the left-hand 
column, the exact English translation of the official text of the Syllabus as found 
in the Jesuit Robert R. Hull’s book entitled, ‘‘The Syllabus of Errors of Pope 
Pius IX, The Scourge of I1beralism,’’ published by Our Sunday Visitor Press, 
1926, despite the fact that his translation from the Latin is, in parts, not fair and 
accurate, but tends to unduly favor the Catholic presentation of it. The sole devia- 
tion is our substitution of the word ‘‘Toleration’’ for the cumbersome literal 
translation of ‘‘Latitudinarianism’’ in the heading of ‘‘errors’’ condemned in 
Section III. ‘‘Broad religious tolerance’’ would be its exact meaning. The two 
versions of the text follow: 


“I11—Indifferentism, Toleration 111_—Propositions Opposed To These Er- 
‘15, Every man is free to embrace rors: Official Catholic Church Teach- 

and profess the religion which, guided ing: 

by the light of reason, he shall believe 15. No man is free to embrace and 

to be true. ‘profess the religion which, by the light 


*16, Men may, in any religion, nd of reason, he shall believe to be true. 
the way of eternal salvation, and ob- 16. Man cannot find the way of eter- 


tain eternal salvation. nal salvation, or obtain eternal salva- 
‘$17, We may entertain at least a 02, in all religions. 
well-founded hope for the eternal sal- 17. The eternal salvation of anyone 


vation of all those who are in no man- who is altogether outside the Catholic 
ner in the true Church of Christ. Church cannot even be hoped for. 
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‘**18. Protestantism is nothing more 
than another form of the same true 
Christian religion, in which it is pos- 
sible to be equally pleasing to God as in 
the Catholic Church.’’ 


“1V.—Socialism, Communism, Secret So- 
cieties, Bible Societies, Clerico-Liberal 
Societies 
‘*Evils of this description are fre- 

quently rebuked in the severest terms in 

the Encyclical Qui pluribus, Nov. 9, 

1846; Allocution Quibus quantisque, 

April 20, 1849; Encyclical Noscitis et 

Nobiscum, Dec. 8, 1849; Allocution Sin- 

gulari quadam, Dee. 9, 1854; Encyeli- 

cal Quanto conficiamur moerore, Aug. 

10, 1863.’’ 


“V.—Errors Concerning the Church and 
Her Rights 


**19. The Church is not a true, and 
perfect, and entirely free society, nor 
does she enjoy peculiar and perpetual 
rights conferred upon her by her Divine 
Founder, but it appertains to the civil 
power to define what are the rights and 
limits with which the Church may exer- 
cise authority. 


**20. The ecclesiastical power must 
not exercise its authority without the 
permission and assent of the civil gov- 
ernment. 


**21. The Church has not the power 
of defining dogmatically that the re- 
ligion of the Catholic Church is the only 
true religion. 


**92. The obligation which binds 
Catholic teachers and authors applies 
only to those things which are proposed 
for universal belief as dogmas of the 
faith, by the infallible judgment of the 
Church. 


**23. The Roman Pontiffs and ccu- 
menical Councils have exceeded the 
limits of their power, have usurped the 
rights of princes, and have even com- 
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18. Protestantism is not another form 
of the true Christian Church in which 
it is possible to be equally pleasing to 
God as in the Catholic Church. 


1V.—Socialism, Communism, Secret So- 

cieties, Bible Societies, Clerico-Liberal 

Societies 

Evils of this description are fre- 
quently rebuked in the severest terms 
in the Encyclical Qui pluribus, Nov. 9, 
1846; Allocution Quibus quantisque, 
April 20, 1849; Encyclical Noscitis No- 
biscum, Dee. 8, 1849; Allocution Singu- 
lari quadam, Dee. 9, 1854; Encyclical 
Quanto Conficiamur moerore, Aug. 10, 
1863. 


V.—Propositions Opposed To These Er- 
rors: Official Catholic Church Teach- 
ing: 

19. The Catholic Church is a true, 
and perfect and entirely independent 
society; she enjoys peculiar and per- 
petual rights conferred upon her by her 
Divine Founder, and it does not apper- 
tain to the civil power to define what 
are the rights and limits with which the 
Church may exercise authority. 


20. The ecclesiastical power of the 
Catholic Church has the right to exer- 
cise its authority without the permission 
and assent of the civil government. 


21. The Catholic Church has the 
power to define dogmatically that the 
religion of the Catholic Church is the 
only true religion. 


22. The obligation which binds Cath- 
olic teachers and authors extends be- 
yond those things which are proposed 
for universal belief as dogmas of the 
faith, by the infallible judgment of the 
Church. 


23. The Roman Pontiffs and oecu- 
menical Councils have never exceeded 
the limits of their power, nor usurped 
the rights of civil rulers, nor committed 
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mitted errors in defining matters of 
faith and morals. 


‘*24, The Church has not the power 
of availing herself of force, or any di- 
rect or indirect temporal power. 


‘25. In addition to the authority in- 
herent in the Episcopate, a further and 
temporal power is granted to it by the 
civic authority, either expressly or tacit- 
ly, which power is on that account also 
irrevocable by the civil authority, when- 
ever it pleases. 


‘*26. The Church has not the innate 
and legitimate right of acquisition and 
possession. 


‘*27. The ministers of the Church, 
and the Roman Pontiff, ought to be ab- 
solutely excluded from all charge and 
dominion over temporal affairs. 


‘*28. Bishops have not the right of 


promulgating even their apostolic let- - 


ters, without the permission of the gov- 
ernment. 


‘*29. Dispensations granted by the 
Roman Pontiff must be considered null, 
unless they have been asked for by the 
civil government. 

**30. The immunity of the Church 
and of ecclesiastical persons derives its 
origin from civil law. 


‘31. Ecclesiastical courts for tem- 
poral causes, of the clergy, whether civil 
or criminal, ought by all means to be 
abolished, either without the concur- 
rence and against the protest of the 
Holy See. 

‘*32. The personal immunity exoner- 
ating the clergy from military service 
may be abolished, without violation 
either of natural right or of equity. Its 
abolition is called for by civil progress, 
especially in a community constituted 
upon principles of liberal government. 

**33. It does not appertain exclusive- 
ly to ecclesiastic jurisdiction, by any 
right, proper and inherent, to direct the 
teaching of theological subjects. 
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errors in defining matters of faith and 
morals. 


24. The Catholic Church has the right 
to employ force and to exercise temporal 
power, directly and indirectly. 


25. No further and temporal power 
is granted to the Catholic Episcopate, 
either expressly or tacitly, in addition 
to the authority inherent in it, since 
such power on that account would also 
be revocable by the civil authority 
whenever it would please it. 


26. The Catholic Church has the in- 
nate and legitimate right of acquiring 
and possessing property. 


27. The priests of the Catholic Church 
and the Roman Pontiff should not be 
excluded from all charge and dominion 
over temporal affairs. 


28. Bishops have at least the right 
of promulgating their apostolic letters 
without the permission of the civil gov- 
ernment. 


29. Dispensations granted by the 
Roman Pontiff must be considered valid 
even when they have not been requested 
by the civil government. 


30. Neither the immunity of the 
Catholic Church nor that of ecclesiasti- 
eal persons has its origin in the civil 
law. 


31. Ecclesiastical jurisdiction over 
the clergy, in cases of civil or criminal 
offenses, must not be abolished. 


32. Immunity of the clergy exempt- 
ing them from military service cannot 
be abolished without violation of nat- 
ural right and equity. It is false that 
this abolition is called for by civil 
progress, especially in a community 
constituted upon principles of liberal 
government. 


33. It belongs exclusively to the juris- 
diction of the Church, by proper and 
inherent right, to direct the teaching 
of theological subjects. 
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‘*34. The teaching of those who com- 
pare the sovereign Pontiff to a free sov- 
ereign acting in the universal Church is 
a doctrine which prevailed in the Mid- 
dle Ages. 


‘*35. There would be no obstacle to 
the sentence of a general council or the 
act of all the universal peoples, trans- 
ferring the pontifical sovereignty from 
the Bishop and See of Rome to some 
other bishop and some other city. 


**36. The definition of a national 
council does not admit of any subse- 
quent discussion, and the civil power 
can regard as settled an affair decided 
by such national council. 


‘37. National churches can be estab- 
lished, after being withdrawn and plain- 
ly separated from the authority of the 
Roman Pontiff. 


**38. Roman Pontiffs have, by their 
too arbitrary conduct, contributed to 
the division of the Church into eastern 
and western.”’ 
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34. The doctrine that the sovereign 
Pontiff is equal to an independent sov- 
ereign acting in the universal Church 
is not a doctrine that belongs only to 
the Middle Ages. 

35. Neither by a pronouncement of a 
General Council of the Church nor by 
a vote of all the universal peoples, could 
the Pontifical sovereignty be trans- 
ferred from the Bishop and See of Rome 
to some other bishop and some other 
city. 

36. The definition of a national coun- 
ceil requires further discussion, and the 
civil power cannot require that the 
decisions of such a national council 
should be adhered to. 

37. National Churches cannot be es- 
tablished after withdrawal and separ- 
ation from the authority of the Roman 
Pontiff. 

38. It is false to assert that the 
division of the Church into eastern and 
western was due to the too arbitrary 
conduct of the Roman Pontiffs. 


NOTE: A further installment of propositions from the Syllabus of Errors will 
be similarly treated in next month’s issue. 


THE silver trumpet rang across the Dome, 
And people knelt upon the ground with 

awe: 

And borne upon the necks of men I saw, 

Like some great God, the Holy Lord of 

Rome. 
Priest-like, he wore a robe more white than 
foam, 
And, king-like, swathed himself in royal 
red, 
Three crowns of gold rose high upon his 
head: 

In splendor and in light.the pope passed 

home. 

My heart stole back upon the wastes of years 
To One who wandered by a lonely sea, 
And sought in vain for any place of rest: 

“Foxes have holes, and every bird ‘its nest, 
I, only I, must wander wearily, 

And bruise my feet, and drink salt wine 

with tears.” 


—Oscar Wilde, “Easter Day.” 


HITLER PAVES THE WAY 

LEGION OF MARY units have been formed 
among the Russian emigrés at the Jesuit 
Mission of the Slavonic rite on the border of 
Estonia. Father Heenan, spiritual director 
of the Legion in England, revealed that sim- 
ilar preparations for proselyting had been 
made in communities of White Russian ref- 
ugees in various parts of Asia. He added 
significantly that the war had opened up new 
possibilities for future work. For further 
information on Roman Catholic strategy in 
the Near East see THe CoNVERTED CATHOLIC, 
May 1941 issue pp. 122-124 and October 1941, 
p. 220. 

Oe - 


The mind that can include the most 
Of life’s experience of good, 

Can do the most to help the world 
Regain the gift of brotherhood. 


—Laura EB. Mau, 
The Christian-Evangelist 
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BAPTISTS CONVERT 
THE MEXICANS 


— may be surprised to learn of 

the extent of the work being done 
to convert immigrant Mexican Roman 
Catholics to the freedom of the Chris- 
tian Gospel. Mexicans have scattered in 
large numbers throughout the United 
States since the acquisition of Mexican 
territory nearly a hundred years ago. 
Like all Latin Americans they have been 
steeped in spiritual superstition and in- 
tellectually paralyzed by the benumb- 
ing fogs of falsehood. But when there 
is brought to them the true interpreta- 
tion of the Christian Gospel teaching as 
a message of self-determination, intel- 
lectual liberty, and spiritual freedom, 
they accept it with gratitude and joy- 
fully respond to it. Immediately they 
begin to taste the new freedom which 
they breathe in the very air of their 
adopted country; no longer do they 
cringe with fear at the threat of priestly 
excommunication; with joyous appre- 
ciation they begin to realize the contrast 
between this liberty of mind, body and 
soul, and the Old World system that, for 
four centuries, in their own country 
kept their people in spiritual and men- 
tal bondage. It must not be forgotten 
that it is only slightly more than a hun- 
dred years since the Spanish Inquisi- 
tion was abolished in Mexico. 


Foremost among those who show zeal 
in bringing the knowledge of this new 
freedom to immigrant Mexicans are the 
missionaries of the Northern Baptist 
Convention. A recent report* of the 
Rev. Edwin R. Brown, D.D., reveals 
some of the details of the wonderful 
work that has been accomplished by this 
one section of the Baptist church among 
the Mexican colonies from San Diego to 





* Mexican Baptists and The New Free- 
dom, American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety, 152 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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Oakland in California, and from the 
West Coast through Arizona, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan 
and New York. The work began in 1849 
in the territory newly acquired from 
Mexico, but since 1912 has been increas- 
ingly extended throughout thirteen 
states, where these Baptists support 
about fifty pastors, twelve women mis- 
sionaries, four colporteurs and a facul- 
ty of five professors in the Spanish- 
American Baptist Seminary in Los An- 
geles. Calls for more workers come in 
continually, and in spite of the repatria- 
tion of many Mexicans during the de- 
pression years, the work has so in- 
creased that enough workers cannot be 
found. 


Each year more than 2,000 profes- 
sions of faith are reported and more 
than 500 are added anually to Baptist 
congregations by baptism. To quote Dr. 
Brown: ‘‘As the Mexican accepts the 
Gospel, his life is transformed and he 
enters into every phase of religious ac- 
tivity with glowing enthusiasm and zeal. 
In the local church he finds comrade- 
ship and democracy. He is given the 
opportunity for service and self-expres- 
sion. In the wider relationships of the 
Mexican Baptist Association and Con- 
ventions he finds himself a part of a 
larger movement and thrills with joy of 
fellowship with brethren of his own race 
from other churches in distant places.’’ 


As a result, the general cultural level 
among these converted Mexican Catho- 
lies has risen rapidly. An increasing 
number of their young people are grad- 
uating from high schools, and their 


churches constantly demand a better - 


educated clergy. Not least among the 
benefits they derive from their conver- 
sion are constant improvement in per- 
sonal cleanliness, hygienic conditions 
of living and the increase in the num- 
ber who become proficient in the use of 
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both the English and Spanish lan- 
guages. 


The best results are being obtained in 
California, where the Mexican Baptist 
churches have a well-organized Conven- 
tion of their own, women’s societies, B. 
Y. P. U. organizations and a Mexican 
Baptist Ministers’ Alliance. In Los 
Angeles is the Spanish-American Bap- 
tist Seminary, a well-appointed Span- 
ish-style building, which since 1921 has 
been training and sending out the finest 
consecrated Mexican ministers. This 
school also has facilities for the mis- 
sionary training of Mexican girls, fit- 
ing them for Christian work with the 
churches among their people. 


Much of the social work is now being 
carried on by Mexicans themselves with- 
out American tutelage. They plan their 
own programs which they carry out 
with precision and promptness. Most 
heartening is the fact that they have 
undertaken the support of a Baptist 
radio hour in Spanish. The programs of 
this radio hour reach many parts of 
Mexico where governmental restrictions 
forbid public religious services, but 
which cannot prevent the people from 
listening to the preaching of the Gospel 
by radio from the United States. 


2-Or- 


NO PROPAGANDA, PLEASE! 


OME lay Catholics are very much 
exasperated at the purposeful re- 
fusal of their church leaders to view the 
present world conflict as involving a 
moral issue. What makes them still 


more angry is the deduction made by 
spokesmen among their priests, that 
since the pope and the hierarchy have 
not made any pronouncement as to the 
morality of the war, therefore Catho- 
lies are rash in supporting an organiza- 
tion like Fight For Freedom against 
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world Fascism. It is a case of reversing 
the old maxim ‘‘ Roma locuta est ; causa 
finita est’’, to ‘‘Roma non locuta est’” 
—therefore have nothing to do with 
anyone who has spoken or who has 
formed a moral judgment about the 
guilt of Hitler and Mussolini. 


This matter has been aired in The 
Commonweal, lay Catholic publication, 
because of an article by Rev. F. D. Co- 
halan, who put forward the above argu- 
ment ‘‘to prove’’, as he says, ‘‘that the 
so-called moral argument for our entry 
into the war is unsound in principle and 
dangerous in practice’’. Most incensed 
against this priest and his like was 
Francis E. McMahon, a lay professor at 
Notre Dame University, who sadly con- 
fesses : ‘‘I have given up trying to con- 
vince certain of my fellow Catholics. 
that there is no other reasonable course 
today’’, and who courageously adds: 
** About all I can do now is to persuade 
in my small way the bulk of Americans 
that by no means all of us [Catholics] 
are engaged in betraying our country’’. 
To the priest Cohalan he defiantly says: 

“I don’t have to ask the approval of the 

hierarchy to defend my own life or to as- 

sist my brother in distress, and I do not 
believe the hierarchy expects me to await 
its word before I advocate strong action 
in defense of my country and in defense 
of the religious and cultural values now 
threatened by Nazi nihilism, especially 


when my stand is in harmony with the 
tendencies of the national policy.” 


Another who despises this immoral 
‘‘neutrality’’ policy of the pope and 
priests, applies to them a paraphrased 
version of the Gospel story about the 
man who was left for dead by thieves. 
on the road to Jericho, as follows : ‘‘ And 
by chance there came down a certain 
priest that way, and when he saw the 
man who had fallen among thieves, he 
said unto him, ‘No propaganda, please’, 
and passed by on the other side of the 
road.’’ 
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On the Lookout 


By James J. MurpHy 


ROME RULES THE ROOST 


POLITICAL DICTATION by the Catholic 
church is by no means confined to members 
of the Democratic party. Nor is it restricted 
to Catholic officeholders of other political 
parties. For instance, political bigwig 
Mayor La Guardia, in spite of his boasts of 
political independence, kowtows to the dic- 
tates of R. C. authorities. A recent complaint 
to that effect was registered by Edward J. 
Flynn, Boss of the Bronx and campaign 
manager of President Roosevelt. (Possibly 
he fears that La Guardia is outdoing him in 
subservience.) He reveals that La Guardia 
appointed Stephen §S. Jackson judge of the 
Children’s Court “at the request of one of 
the most prominent Catholic churchmen in 
the City of New York”. (N. Y. Times, Oct, 
27, 1941.) Mayor La Guardia did not attempt 
to deny the fact. 


It would be difficult to conjecture which 
prominent churchman “called the tune” in 
this particular case, since there are so many 
similar instances of political favoritism. 
The best guess is that it was “The Power- 
house”, the archbishop himself. In any case 
it may reasonably be expected that ap- 
pointee Judge Jackson’s gratitude is prac- 
tical enough to keep up the full enrollment 
at local Houses of the Good Shepherd. 


* * * 


CONVERTS FOR HITLER 


FASCIST DEMORALIZATION of the con- 
quered countries of Europe is being rapidly 
advanced by activities of the Catholic 
church. How this is being done in eastern 
Europe is being made clear by the following 
excerpt from the N. Y. Times, Oct. 22, 1941, 


which quotes an authority of the Yugoslav | 


Government in Exile: “The spokesman said 
the Germans and Italians were trying to or- 
ganize ‘hate campaigns’ against the Serbs/ 
The Italians are using Catholic priests f6r 
the purpose, thus creating a wider gulf Be- 
tween the Croats, Serbs, Bosnians afd Her- 
cegovinians.” Divide et impera. 4 


Zf 


LAG 
oo - "7 


NEW YORK CITY ELECTIONS 


VIGOR, DIRT AND RED-BAITING charac- 
terized the November elections. Defeated 
Democratic candidates of recent years are 
calling upon Tammany to change its name 
and undergo a whitewashing. 

It should not be thought, however, that 
failure in the mayoralty race means that 
New York City Catholics are no longer in 
the limelight. Four of the five newly-elected 
and highly important Borough Presidents 
are Catholics, namely those in all the bor- 
oughs of New York City except Manhattan 
where Tammany leader Sullivan appointed 
the candidate without consulting his coun- 
cillors. A majority of the City Council will 
be Tammanyites. Hogan, a Catholic, was 
elected to succeed the renowned Thomas 
Dewey as District Attorney. McGoldrick, a 
Catholic, was reélected City Controller on 
the La Guardia ticket. O’Leary, a Catholic, 
member of the Labor Party was appointed, 
just previous to the election, to the second 
highest political office in the state. 


Tammany candidate for Supreme Court 
Justice, Paul P. Rao, was defeated by an 
overwhelming majority after he had been 
denounced by Bar associations and proven 
to have been on intimate terms with Nazi- 
fascist societies. 


The City elections abolished the offices of 
county sheriffs, heart of Tammany patron- 
age, which for years have been filled by po- 
litical hangers-on at fabulous salaries. One 
of these county sheriff offices was held by 
Al Smith at the beginning of his Tammany 
career. It paid $12,000 a year plus half of 
the fees collected (and entered in the 
books). In an autobiography Smith admits 
that the fees collected during his two years 
in this office amounted to $105,000. 


*x* * * 


DOUBLE-CROSSING THE PRESIDENT 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT in his Navy 
Day speech declared that he had documen- 
tary proof that Hitler planned to destroy 
world religions. He was obliged to withhold 
his proofs to prevent Germany from dis- 
covering the source of his information. He 
made the mistake, however, of confiding a 
€opy of the proofs to the Vatican where they 
are now being freely circulated. Herbert L. 
Matthews, N. Y. Times correspondent, got 
hold of two copies of these important docu- 
ments from Vatican circles, one in German 
and one in Italian. (N. Y. Times, Nov. 7, 
1941.) Through the Vatican, copies were 
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furnished to the Nazi and Fascist Govern- 
ments who have since commented on them. 

It is high time that the President realized 
the folly of trying to win the Vatican to 
the cause of democracy, which it reprobated 
over 75 years ago in the Syllabus of Pius IX. 


* 2 é 


BLESSINGS FROM ADOLF 


CATHOLIC PROPAGANDA in Naziland 
has the blessing of Adolf the Holy. In spite 
of drastic shortages within the Third Reich, 
the Catholic church has been graciously al- 
lowed to construct thirty-eight new “motor- 
ized churches” such as it uses in the South 
of this country for proselyting purposes. 
According to a N. Y. Times report, the trans- 
port churches will make it possible for 
priests to travel to the most distant corners 
of the Reich. It adds: “The German [Gov- 
ernment] church authorities have supported 
the motorized churches despite the difficul- 
ties caused by the rationing of gasoline and 
automobiles.” 

Far from persecuting the Catholic church, 
the Hitler Government, composed largely of 
Catholics, is actively supporting it. It main- 
tains the clergy out of Government funds. 
It made a concordat with the Vatican that 
is still honored by both parties. The only 
persecuted element in the church, apart 
from a few local wildcat excesses, was the 
pro-democratic Catholic liberals who were 
liquidated or imprisoned in the first years 
of the Hitler regime. A reasonable propor- 
tion of these were priests who deserve to be 
ranked with the dauntless minority of Span- 
ish priests that continued to cry out to the 
end against the fascist revolution of Franco. 


* * * 


BISHOP OF MUENSTER HEILS HITLER 


COUNT CLEMENS VON GALLEN, Bishop 
of Muenster, lone hope of Catholic apolo- 
gists in democratic countries, adopted the 
party line of the Catholic church in Ger- 
many which pledges Hitler its full support. 
According to a telephone report from Ber- 
lin to the N. Y. Times: 


“A pastoral letter said to have been is- 
sued by the Bishop of Muenster, Count 
Clemens von Gallen, condemning Soviet 
Russia and commending the ‘Christian 
soldiers of Germany’ for their fight 
against the Soviet Union, has caused 
widespread interest in Berlin. 


“Dienst aus Deutschland [official and 
authoritative Government news agency] 
said the letter was issued by the Bishop 
to his South German diocese a few days 
ago. . . It closes with a citation from 
Adolf Hitler’s most recent speech, a 
speech assailing Russia as being under 
‘Jewish-Bolshevist domination’. It praises 
the German Army not only for taking up 
arms against the Soviet Union but also 
because it ‘holds our enemies on the At- 
lantic coast and on the shores of the Medi- 
terranean with bravery and stamina’.” 
(N. Y. Times, Nov. 8, 1941.) 

The above report received by the Times 
directly by ’phone from its Berlin corre- 
spondent appeared in an out-of-the-way cor- 
ner of the bulldog edition. After being cen- 
sored by Archbishop Spellman’s aides, it 
was omitted, presumably by a Catholic edi- 
tor, from the regular daily editions that 
reach the City millions on their way to 
work. As if by apology, the N. Y. Times of 
November 9th featured on its front page a 
report that a priest from the Berlin cathe- 
dral was being held in custody for praying 
for the Jews. Immediately beneath the 
front-page article just mentioned appears a 
vague, weak reply from the Roman Cath- 
olic diocese in Berlin denying knowledge of 
the issuance of a recent pastoral letter by 
the Bishop of Muenster, as rumored “in oc- 
cupied countries”. 


It should be noted: that the Berlin dioces- 
an authorities may have acted on a cable- 
gram request from Archbishop Spellman; 
that they did not deny the existence of such 
a pastoral but merely denied that they had 
(official) knowledge of it; that Dienst aus 
Deutschland did not deny its earlier report; 
that the N. Y. Times reporter did not deny 
or recant his previous report. The denial 
report from the Berlin diocesan authorities 
was forwarded by the United Press report- 
er. Granting that the Bishop of Muenster 
issued the pastoral, it is highly probable 
that the Bishop of Berlin would be com- 
pletely unaware of it two or three days 
later. The Bishop of Muenster in Southern 
Bavaria is at the other end of the Reich 
from Berlin in Northern Prussia. Each dio- 
cese is completely independent and never 
makes a practice of informing even neigh- 
boring dioceses of its pastorals or other in- 
ternal business. 


If the United Press reporter really doubt- 
ed the Times report, he would have cross- 
questioned Dienst aus Deutschland or tele- 
graphed the Bishop of Muenster. 
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THE NEW SAINT BINGO 


By Joun T. Murray 


NDIGNATION of all right- 
minded people has been ex- 
pressed at the recent discovery 
by a Gallup Poll that church 
gambling—bingo, bunco, beano, wheel- 
of-fortune, lotteries, ete—is the most 
widespread of all forms of gambling 
in the United States. It has long been 
a wonder to most people why the police 
arrest kids who shoot dice in the alley 
but grant immunity to their elders who 
gamble at bingo and bunco in the church 
on the avenue. The civil authorities in 
Bergen County, New Jersey, recently 
made an effort to banish bingo, point- 
ing out that ‘‘twenty games in opera- 
tion in the county, under the auspices of 
certain churches, take in over $470,000 
a year in door and card receipts alone’’. 
In Cleveland, with more than a hundred 
games in operation, the ‘‘take’’ is es- 
timated at $13,000,000 a year. Bishop 
Schrembs of Cleveland, before leaving 
each year to spend the Lenten season 
in Florida, usually suspends bingo in 
his churches during his absence, but 
seems to have no objection to it during 
the rest of the year. 





The Grand Jury of Passaic County, 
New Jersey, forced to act by the de- 
mand of an irate public, made an in- 
vestigation early this year into gam- 
bling by churches and reported their 
findings as follows: ‘‘The operation of 
bingo and bunco and like games was 
all conducted, we found, by churches 
and fraternal organizations, and, in our 
opinion, come clearly in the category 
of gambling.’’ As a result, a bingo 
party under the auspices of St. Claire’s 
Catholic church in the city of Paterson, 
on the evening of March 28, where 
1,500 people had already gathered, was 
broken up and the people obliged to 
return home. 


Ordinary bingo parties in large 
city parishes are attended by about a 
thousand people. They are held once 
a week, even during Lent in some 
places. ‘Monster Bingo’ parties are 
held as often as attendance will permit, 
and are usually held in the armory or 
in the city’s largest hall. These are 
attended by several thousand. 

The door price for admission to the 
average bingo party is about fifty cents. 
This entitles the card-holder to par- 
ticipation in a fixed number of games. 
The real profit, however, is made on 
‘‘specials’’, for which separate cards 
are sold at three for twenty-five cents 
for each of these extra games. Since 
most people who attend purchase these 
‘‘specials’’, the cost of the evening’s 
gamble amounts to about $2.00 a per- 
son. The odds against winning at bingo 
are abnormally high—much more so 
than in gambling on horses or at poker 
—and the amount paid out in winnings 
seldom exceeds a third of the ‘‘take’’. 
Though most bingo games are now 
played for cash prizes, in some churches 
articles of merchandise are awarded. 
These are usually bought from whole- 
sale houses specializing in non-union 
goods of inferior make for half their 
apparent value, and since they are 
bought by priests, are sold at a ‘‘clerical 
discount’’ as well. These transactions 
greatly reduce the overhead of bingo 
parties and add considerably to the 
total profits. 


In some churches the priests, work- 
ing through church organizations, con- 
duct their own bingo parties. In others, 
outside gambling concerns advertise 
and conduct the games, for which they 
receive a large percentage of the money 
thus gathered for ‘‘chureh or charitable 
purposes.’? In several of the larger 
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cities professional racketeers have been 
the real owners of these ‘‘ promotion 
companies’’ and thus the chief bene- 
ficiaries of ‘‘church and charity’’ 
parties. 


It is worthy of note that although by 
canon law priests are forbidden to take 
part in gambling, this prohibition is not 
enforced with respect to gambling in 
and for the church. In many churches 
the priests not only supervise the run- 
ning of the party but actually conduct 
from the platform the operation of the 
bingo game. The auditorium and base- 
ment of the parochial school, as well 
as the actual basement of the church 
itself, are the usual places where bingo 
is held. 


The shame of encouraging impover- 
ished families to waste their small in- 
comes on wildcat gambling is aggra- 
vated by the psychopathic atmosphere 
which prevails at bingo parties, which 
are frequented mostly by women who 
travel from church to church almost 
every night of the week. The mania for 
bingo with many women becomes so 
great that in Catholic circles their hus- 
bands are sardonically termed ‘‘ bingo 
widowers’’. An atmosphere of hectic 
excitement is noticeable at these gath- 
erings. Passion runs so high at times 
that many quarrels, even cases of hys- 
teria and heartstroke, result. At a 
bingo game last year in St. John’s 
church, Brooklyn, N. Y., a woman suf- 
fered a severe hemorrhage when the 
number was drawn that won her a large 
money prize, and the priest, who was 
at hand, was called upon to give her 
absolution and Extreme Unction. She 
died the following day. 


Recent court action against cheating 
at Catholic church bingo in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., resulted in the discovery that 
‘‘rigging’’ of cards by fradulent manip- 
ulation of numbers by women bingo 
addicts was not uncommon. Newspa- 





bo 
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pers carried reports of the arrests, but 
whether prosecution followed was not 
made known. 


From the permanent billboards an- 
nouncing ‘‘Perpetual Novena’’ and 
‘*Perpetual Bingo’’ plastered over the 
walls of so many church buildings, it 
would seem that these two profitable 
forms of ‘‘devotion’’ constitute the 
chief attractions that make church at- 
tendance popular among Catholics. It 
is no wonder that the tendency is grow- 
ing in Catholie circles to style the 
greatest gambling attraction in their 
ehurches ‘‘Saint Bingo’’. The holy 
anger in the denunciation of Jesus 
Christ against the money-mad church- 
men of his day, ‘‘My house is a house 
of prayer, but ye have made it a den 
of thieves’’, is surely timely and ap- 
plicable to this situation in Catholie 
churches today. 


Although Catholic churches are the 
chief offenders they are not the only 
ones. Unfortunately, some Protestant 
churches too, in imitation of things 
Catholic, sponsor this kind of gambling. 
But instead of building up a true 
church by such cheap and fraudulent 
methods, they will in the end only suc- 
ceed in developing in their people con- 
tempt for religion. Gambling to help 
religion is as foolish and ineffective 
as drinking salt water to quench thirst. 


~o 
A.C.T.U. 


NE of the least publicized phenomena of 

the labor movement is the Association 
of Catholic Trade Unionists, an affiliate of 
Catholic Action. Chief strength of the new 
organization is concentrated in Detroit, 
among CIO members, and in the New York 
retail and building service unions. 


This is the first time in labor union his- 
tory that any organization has been at- 
tempted on a strictly religious basis. Its 
leader is the Rev. T. Monaghan, who has 
persistently advocated the establishment of 
the corporative state in this country. 
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HITLER-CHURCH COLLABORATION 





(By Associated Press) 


Reichsfuehrer Hitler greets the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph Tiso, Slovakian Chief of State, 
Papal Chamberlain and Roman Catholic priest, at Hitler’s field headquarters on the 


Eastern Front. 


Immediately after his return from this conference with Hitler, Tiso announced, on 
October 31, that Slovakia’s Jews would all be moved into concentration camps. 


“LET THEM ALONE...” 
EHOVAH’S WITNESSES are sin- 
J cere believers in God and students 
of the Bible and look to God to estab- 
lish peace and harmony among men. 
They declaim against the abuses of or- 
ganized religion, especially the politico- 
religious system of the Roman Catholic 
church. Their millions of adherents 
throughout the world are a potent dan- 
ger to Roman Catholicism, as a result 
of which the influence of the Roman 
Catholic church has been brought to 
bear with effect against them. The fol- 
lowing ‘‘open letter’’ of one of Jeho- 
vah’s witnesses should be of interest : 


(AP dispatch, Oct. 31, 1941) 


‘*Sebring, Florida, 
September 16, 1941. 


The Editor, 
The Converted Catholic, 
New York, N. Y. 


My Dear Sir: 


I am a Post Office clerk and have been 
employed in the service for about six 
years at the Sebring Florida office. I 
am also one of Jehovah’s witnesses and 
have been active in this work for five 
years during which time I was not dis- 
turbed by either individuals or the Post 
Office Department, even tho’ the Post- 
master was aware of my activity all this 
time. 
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However, recently because of the dis- 
tribution of Bible literature which pro- 
claims Jehovah’s King and Kingdom in 
obedience to His commandments, the 
Postal officials have seen fit to bring 
charges and threats against me in that I 
am violating the P L & R Section 56. 
The activity of Jehovah’s witnesses is 
constitutional. Why then does the P L 
& R conflict with the Constitution ? It is 
my right to continue this practice and 
for doing so Postal officials have sus- 
pended me for 90 days from the ser- 
vice without pay, and further have 
threatened that if this practice is not 
discontinued I shall be removed from 
the service. 


Our Protestant forefathers designed 
the Constitution to give religious free- 
dom for Protestants, Catholics, Jews 
and others, but according to the above it 
is apparent that the Post Office Depart- 
ment is trying to exclude certain Prot- 
estants by prescribing how they shall 
not worship God. 


Your assistance in the correction of 
the above condition will be gladly re- 
ceived. 

Respectfully yours, 


(Signed) Norman H. Nrxon. 


About Books 


THE MODERN PAPACY—A NEW EVALU- 
ATION, By C. B. Gohdes, Litt.D., Professor 
of History, Capital University, Columbus, 
Ohio. Preface by Rev. Dr. W. H. Greever, 
Secretary of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. 264 pages, cloth bound. The 
Lutheran Literary Board, Burlington, Iowa. 
Price $2.25. " 


LUTHERANS have always kept close watch 
on the doings of the Roman papacy; and 
rightly so, else they would be unworthy of 
the noble heritage of the great priest-re- 
former of Wittenberg whose name they 
bear. Aware of the fact that the modern 
papacy, though arrayed in the garments of 
sanctity, has not ceased to pursue its age- 





old political objectives, Dr. Gohdes has pro- 
duced a timely and enlightening work which 
supplies us with an up-to-date evaluation of 
it. All Protestants should be equally awake 
to the fact that the Roman papacy, no mat- 
ter how sanctimonious and chastened it 
may appear at times, is always on the alert 
to seize every opportunity to gain its avowed 
end, namely, the overthrow of the Reforma- 
tion. For involved in this is the greatest 
threat to the continued existence of relig- 
ious and civil freedom. Of this vital aspect 
of the Roman Catholic question, Rev. W. H. 
Greever, Secretary of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, writes in the preface to 
Dr. Gohdes’ book as follows: 


“The issue of religious freedom, and with 
it the issue of every kind of freedom, is 
involved—not in a denial of that freedom 
to members of the Roman church but in 
the denial of religious freedom to others 
by the Roman hierarchy, with its often de- 
clared purpose to suppress that freedom 
wherever power is sufficient. 


“The issue of political freedom is definite- 
ly involved in the claims by and for the 
papacy for supreme political supremacy 
of the Roman hierarchy—the original, 
oldest, and most persistent advocate of 
totalitarianism.” 


Dr. Gohdes competently examines the 
papacy as we know it today and depicts his 
findings against the background of its lurid 
past. His conclusion is that, despite a ve- 
neer of self-interested tolerance in English- 
speaking and Protestant countries, and the 
fear of Protestants, the old ambitious Ro- 
man spirit of universal rule in church and 
state is as strong as ever in the church of 
Rome. He therefore sounds the warning bell 
to let Protestants know that under apparent 
change of heart the reactionary aims and 
practices of Roman Catholicism have not 
ceased to flourish in our day. He produces 
full proof that disarming pleas of some 
Catholic spokesmen today in favor of re 
ligious tolerance have been forced upon 
them through self-interest, for they realize 
that without tolerance for all in democratic 
countries, the Catholic church itself could 
not prosper. He thus solves the apparent 
enigma of the present moderation in Amer- 
ica towards heretics of a church that tri- 
umphed in the past amid “ruddy forests of 
stakes” at which heretics were burned to 
death. 


It is good to note, however, that the 
author does not ignore the signs in modern 
times of sincere efforts at reform and a re- 
turn to the ways of Evangelical Christianity 
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on the part of certain groups within the 
Roman Catholic church. He notes that some 
Catholic spokesmen have begun to speak 
in evangelical terms, and even to encourage 
the distribution of the Bible; nor does he 
omit mention of movements, such as the 
Benedictine Liturgical Movement and the 
Berneuch Movement, which have tried to 
lead Catholics away from medieval prac- 
tices back to the simple teaching of the 
Gospel. Unfortunately, however, these move- 
ments have of late been largely nullified by 
the combined Vatican-Axis repression of 
all liberal elements in Europe. 


Dr. Gohdes is also keen to point to the 
menace of pro-fascist Catholic Action, by 
means of which the Catholic church has 
aligned its policy with that of the dictators 
in a new attack on the Protestant Reforma- 
tion. A passage on this point will bear re- 
production. He says: 


“What light does the history of Catholic 
Action cast upon the purpose back of it? 
That its aim is nothing less than the re- 
versal of the Reformation. But what does 
this mean? What must it mean to the 
heirs of the Reformation? The material- 
ization of the dream of Gregory VII: an 
assembling of all Christendom under the 
leadership of the pope (Rome thinks in 
centuries); the repudiation everywhere 
of the formal principle of the Reforma- 
tion: the Bible as the only source of 
evangelical truth and criterion of justifi- 
cation by faith alone, Christ alone, grace 
alone. It means the universal arbitra- 
ment by the pope of all great internation- 
al, interracial and social issues, his word 
to be accepted as the Word of God, rather 
instead of it. It means the direction of 
governments through ecclesiastical sanc- 
tions, chief of which is the pressure of 
subjects against recalcitrant rulers and in 
behalf of the supergovernment of the 
pope. It means the confusion of souls, 
the domination of consciences, and the 
coercion of minds by the confounding of 
the pope’s word with that of God. It means 
the concealment of the pope‘’s imperial 
policy and yet its better prosecution, by 
concentrating the attention of both his 
abettors and dupes upon the world-wide 
menaces he feels himself called upon to 
combat: communism and war. It means 
the abolition of the sovereign state, one 
outstanding result of Luther’s work, ac- 
cording to the judgment of outstanding 
historians. It means the ultimate rule of 
Antichrist. We know the papal claims. 
And history shows the evil effects of his 
power whenever in the past the guardians 
on Zion’s wall, heedless of Saint Paul and 
ignorant of Luther, have permitted them- 
selves to be guided by the pope.” 
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Dr. Gohdes has drawn upon a wide range 
of sources for his material, from Latin, Ger- 
man, English and French works of unim- 
peachable authenticity, and gives many new 
facts and quotations that confirm the find- 
ing of THE ConverTED CATHOLIC respecting 
the cooperation of the Vatican with the 
forces of world Fascism. The book must be 
read in its entirety in order to realize its 
value. The writing in parts does not flow 
as smoothly as could be desired, yet there 
is nothing in Dr. Gohdes’ splendid work that 
a reader of mean intelligence cannot fully 
grasp. It should prove a mine of informa- 
tion above all to Protestant ministers of all 
denominations. It is ardently to be desired 
that they will put it on their “must” list of 
reading. L. H. L. 


* * * 


“KEYS OF THE KINGDOM”, Dr. A. J. 
Cronin’s latest novel that has become the 
country’s best seller with more than 500,000 
copies sold, is being made into a motion pic- 
ture. The Jesuit Wilfred Parsons is Holly- 
wood’s choice as technical adviser for the 
picture. This book is liked by the non- 
Catholic American public because of its 
hero, a tolerant, and therefore unorthodox, 
Scotch Catholic priest. In all likelihood his 
“unorthodoxy” will be cleverly glossed over 
in the motion picture at the behest of its 
Jesuit censor. 


This book of Dr. Cronin, himself a liberal 
Catholic, has been condemned by most 
Catholic reviewers because the priest in it 
endeavors to be tolerant and human. The 
most recent comment is that of the New 
York Catholic News, of Oct. 25, which says: 


“Most Catholic reviewers do not like it, 
regarding it as a defense of indiffer- 
entism [religious tolerance]. A few, re- 
garding this defect as subordinate, com- 
mend it. The controversy is still rag- 
ing. There is, however, significance in 
the fact that a book about a priest, 
even such an odd and unorthodox one 
as Dr. Cronin makes Father Chisholm, 
should become the most popular of 
_ year among American non-Catho- 
ics.”’ 


The fact is indeed significant, for it means 
that non-Catholic Americans hope that the 
Catholic church as a whole, like Dr. Cron- 
in’s imaginary Father Chisholm, may sin- 
cerely adjust itself to more tolerant ways. 
It is more significant, however, that the 
book is condemned by the Catholic press for 
the very virtue for which it is praised by 
non-Catholics. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION NOTES 


By Rev. A. Catranpro, M.A., Director 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 


RS. H. E. HAMMER, of Whea- 
ton, Ill., who was on a visit to 
New York last month, edified us all by 
the story of her conversion, which she 
related at our meeting on November 9. 
Her story was beautifully written in the 
October issue of THe ConverTED CaTH- 
oxic. On the same day, Rev. L. H. Leh- 
mann spoke at the meeting on ‘‘The 
Message of Christ’s Mission’’ and told 
of his recent trips to Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, and Toronto, Canada, where he 
had the experience of delivering our 
message to audiences aggregating more 
than 12,000 people. 


During the month of December the 
following speakers will be heard at 
Christ’s Mission : Dec. 7 : Miss Elizabeth 
Noonan, former nun, ‘‘The Vow of 
Poverty in Convent Life’’; Dee. 16: 
Open Forum, ‘‘Need for Truth’’; Dee. 
23: Rev. J. Hawley, ‘‘Spiritual Re- 
birth among Catholics’’; Dee. 30: Rev. 
John J. Kelley, ‘‘A Christian’s New 
Order’’. 

~Ooe 


GASPE GETS THE GOSPEL 


HE FIRST French Protestant 

church on the Gaspé Peninsula 
was dedicated last July at Fontenelle 
after many years of toil and suffering 
by its pastor, the Rev. Real D’Anjou, 
converted priest. Following is a brief 
account of the ceremony by an eye-wit- 
ness in La Bonne Nouvelle: 


‘‘TIt certainly was a glorious day 
well filled with varied activities, be- 
ginning in the morning with the 
translation of the mortal remains of 
Mme. August d’Anjou for inhuma- 
tion in the French Presbyterian Cem- 
etery at Fontenelle. This was a most 
impressive service, attending was a 
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detachment of H. M.’s troops. 


From the cemetery we went into 
the church where the simple dedica- 
tion took place. Dr. Reid, Supt. of the 
Home Mission Board of the Presby- 
terian church, presided. Rev. J. A. 
Smith, of Montreal, and Rev. d’Anjou 
were the speakers. 


In the afternoon a second out-door 
service was held. A new flag was un- 
furled and raised, H. M.’s troops as- 
sisting. Many of the guests took part 
in this service, testifying to the sav- 
ing and keeping power of Christ. 
Many had come long distances to see 
this work that brother d’Anjou is 
carrying on. Twenty-four families 
definitely broken from Rome, and sev- 
eral others studying the Truth. To 
see the joy on the faces of these peo- 
ple, to hear the children sing—for 
Mr. d’Anjou is a musician as well as 
preacher—made our hearts rejoice. 
The entire day was an expression of 
Christian unity as nearly perfect as 
one could expect. 

Let us pray that the work shall 
continue to the glory of God.—H.L.”’ 


--O-- 


“The Catholic church has always refused to 
admit that sovereignty resides in and is ex- 
pressed through the will of the people, and 
has always dismissed as deadly errors the 
liberties without which true democracy can- 
not exist’—from A Short History of the 
French People, by Chas. Guignebert. (Eng- 
lish translation by F. G. Richmond, Vol. II, 
p. 580. 
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ENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS for the 

coming year will be due from many of 
our readers with this issue of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. We feel sure that those 
who have known us all through 1940 and 
1941 will want to stay with us during 1942, 
and will help by being prompt with renewal 
of their subscriptions. 


FROM hierarchical Boston, M. J. writes: 


“I heard the Jesuit Father Talbot speak at 
Ford Hall in Boston on the subject of Liber- 
ty. Greater hypocrisy and subtle and covert 
attacks upon the President and our system 
of democratic government would be hard 
to duplicate. I was just nauseated, and gave 
him a ‘stinger’ in the question period. He 
did not like it, and from then on quite a few 
‘hostile’ questions were fired at him, and his 
smug confidence seemed somewhat shaken. 
Ford Hall, as you probably know, is a very 
liberal Forum, and many who attend do 
not swallow as Gospel truth everything told 
them from the rostrum just because the man 
happens to wear a clerical uniform.” 


* * * 


A RABBI’S PLEA 


“T am very much interested in your maga- 
zine, THE CoNVERTED CaTHOLic. It is good 
to know what is going on in the world 
around us, and I have often figured that if 
the good Lord can stand the aberrations of 
the human mind, a humble rabbi can. I am 
very much impressed with your magazine 
because of its sincerity and devotion to 
great Christian principles. If Christians 
really lived in accordance with the Chris- 
tian pattern of life, this would be a very 
happy world. . . These are days when Chris- 
tianity is really being put to the test. One 
thing is certain as far as I can see, and 
that is that as long as Christians in any 
way encourage or allow persecution of the 
Jews and other non-Christians, the Chris- 
tian system of ethics will never attain the 
respect which Christianity inherently de- 
serves.” 


* a * 


IRATE CATHOLIC 


“You can save yourself the expense of send- 
ing me any more copies of your magazine. .. 
In your Sept. issue (p. 183), you speak of 


‘Hitler and the other Catholic fascist dic- 
tators’. May I correct you? Hitler is no 
longer a Catholic; in fact, he is a ‘converted 
Catholic’ and belongs in your camp (!) 


—Mary Lou McC.” 


* * * 


ENDS AND MEANS 


COMMENTING on the Jesuit Edmund A. 
Walsh’s tirade against Soviet Russia’s re- 
ligious attitude in which he said: 


“So near is insanity to genius. It would 
have been a master stroke for Soviet Rus- 
sia to have made at least a conciliatory 
gesture in her hour of need. But the stub- 
born and fanatical hatred characteristic 
of ideological Marxism has prevailed over 
decency and common sense”, 


William J. F., of Orchard Park, N. Y., sar- 
donically asks: “Did Walsh mean that Stal- 
in should have promised to comply with 
Roosevelt’s request and then, when the 
pressure was off, to pull a Hitler on the ad- 
ministration and say, ‘Treaties are made to 
be broken’? I suggest that Stalin take at 
least one semester at Georgetown University 
to learn from Jesuit Walsh how the end 
justifies the means.” 


2 Ore 


GRATITUDE 


“THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC”, writes Mrs. K. 
M. of Mt. Vernon, N. Y., “has given me in- 
formation which I believe is reliable on 
many things I did not understand and did 
not know just where to find. I love to read, 
but have not the time to go to the library 
and delve into these things for myself. A 
number of my friends and acquaintances are 
Roman Catholics and in discussions with 
them, which are carried on in a spirit of 
love and helpfulness, I have been at a loss at 
times to know just what to say in answer to 
some of their objections to Protestant teach- 
ings. .. May God bless you. and your asso- 
ciates in your work.” 


* * * 


FROM THE ANTIPODES 


“I am pleased to have become acquainted 
with your splendid effort to expose the mys- 
teries and mummeries of Roman Catholi- 
cism. I have always suspected it of being 
largely hocuspocus backed by a huge finan- 
cial foundation, but your magazine shows 
it to be equally a political corporation, a 
dangerous combination of religio-politics. 


—An Australian reader”. 
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WOULD YOU ANSWER YES? 


Has Tue CoNvERTED CATHOLIC magazine been accurate 
and informative during the past year? 
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Does it help -you understand the real aims of Jesuit- 
Vatican policies? 
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Do you want to remain a subscriber in 1942? 
Wouldn’t you like to see our circulation increased? 


Then—help by renewing NOW your subscription for 1942 
—and subscribe for at least one of your friends. 


USE THE CHRISTMAS GIFT CARD 
ENCLOSED WITH THIS _ ISSUE. 
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Coming in The Converted Catholic 


A series of articles on: 


“THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
THE FASCIST NEW ORDER” 


BOUND VOLUMES OF 
“THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC” FOR 1941 


A limited number of bound, indexed volumes of Tae CoNverTEp 
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make a volume of reference that will always be valuable. Price-will be 
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